I. OLD TESTAMENT

Christians believe in One God revealed in Three Persons. In this section, we shall study the
importance, nature and extent of God’s Trinitarian revelation of Himself and His names as found in the

Old Testament.

SECTION OBJECTWES
Read these ob;ectwes 1:0 1earn what ycu should be able to do when you have completed this sectlon

1. Describe the 'I'r;mty,

State the importance of God’s revelation about Himself,

2.
3. Describe the extent of Trinitarian revelation in the Old Testament,
4. Give several names of God in the Old Testament used to imply the Trinity, and
5. Relate the names of God to the study of the Trinity.
VOCABULARY
Study these words to enhance your'learning success in this section.
Adonai foreshadow monotheism
codify genitive trinitarian
Elohim (ED) kyrios Trinity
etymology -~ Yahweh

Messianic

Noter All vecabulary words in this LIFEPAC appear in boldface print the first time they are used. If you are unsure of
the meaning when you are reading, study the definitions given.

REVELATION

As Christians, we look to the Bible as the source
of God’s revelation about Himself. God revealed
Himself in the Old Testament as the one, only,
living and personal God who loves and has an
ongoing relationship with His people. Since
Christians believe the Bible is the source of God’s
revelation, we look to the Old Testament to see how
God slowly but surely began to prepare man for the
knowledge of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
the Trinity. The Trinity is basic to our faith and is
a point of unity among Christians.

Necessity, The Trinity had to be revealed by
God Himself in order to be true. In the Old
Testament, the foundation and preparation for this
belief was established. By firmly establishing
monotheism, God prepared His people to receive
the message of Jesus Christ regarding His nature
and identity.

In the Old Testament, God was in constant
touch with His people, guiding them by His law to
love and to serve Him and each other. They were
encouraged to rely on God in all circumstances.
Their belief in one God set them apart from the
pagans, for their neighbors believed in many gods.

The Israelites believed in One God who revealed
himself to them through the Patriarchs Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob; through Moses and the Prophets.
The Hebrews knew the One, True God, exclusively
by His revelation, for they had no other way to
learn about Him.

“] WILL BE YOUR GOD; YOU WILL BE MY PEOPLE.”

Old Testament. The complete, sudden
revelation of the Trinity to the Jewish nation would
have been confusing, for the identification with the
one God was just being codified. The Old
Testament clearly distinguishes between the God of
Israel, other “gods” and man. However, the
individual persons of the Trinity are only
foreshadowed in the Hebrew text.

The understanding of a personal, living God,

who has a relationship with man, is a vital theme of
the Qld Testament, for it prepares us to understand
the relationships within the Trinity. Although the
Old Testament does not fully explain the Trinity, it
gives us the words used to distinguish and
foreshadow the three Persons. By studying the way
God speaks of Himself in the Old Testament, we lay
the foundation for the trlmtanan understanding of
His identity. :

W Complete these statements.

1.1 - The revelation of One God in Three Persons'is called _

1.2 The Old Testament brings out the difference between God and other a. . _ and
between God and b. R L o

1.3 A sudden, complete explanation of the 'I‘x'inity would have ' fhe Jewish nation.

1.4 God had to prepare His people to receive the explanation of the Trinity whmh would come
through .

1.5 To learn God’s true nature, man needs

1.6 The Trinity refers to God as a. , b ,
and c. .

1.7 The Trinity is to our faith.

1.8 The Trinity is a point of among Christians.

1.9 The Jewish nation believed in God as the , personal and living God.

1.10 The Old Testament gives us the for the Trinity.

Q@ Answer this question in a paragraph.
1.11 Why is revelation important in the study of the Trinity?
» Do this activity.
1.12 Attend a regular service of your local church. Note all references to the Father, Son, and/or

Spirit in the sermon, prayers, songs etc. Summarize your findings on a separate sheet. Include
the frequency, nature and importance of each reference. Report to your teacher when complete.

Score
Adult check
. Initial Date



NAMES OF GOD

The names of God in the Old Testament allows
us to identify Him personally, preparing us for the
notion of more than one Person within the

Godhead.

Elohim (El. This name is used 2,550 times in
the Old Testament. El in Hebrew refers to a divine
being and is used in the Old Testament. to suggest a
supreme god. Elokim is a plural noun (Genesis 1:1).
When Elohim is seen in the light of Christian
revelation, we can recognize this name as an early
reference to God in multiple Persons. Elchim refers
to God and indicates His majesty and power not
only over man, but other false “gods” as well.

Israel used the names E!l and FElohim, in
combination with defining genitives to designate
Him as their specific God. Examples can be found in
Genesis: £l Bethel (Genesis 35:7); El of your fathers
(Genesis 49:25); El of eternity (Genesis 21:33); El
the Elohim of Israel (Genesis 33:20) and in Psalms:
El of Jacob (Psalm 146:5), and E! of Israel (Psalm
68:35).

The etymology of El Elohim is uncertain, but
the meaning is generally understood as power.

YHWH (Yahweh). The most important name
for God in the Old Testament is YHWH, usually
written as “Yahweh,” the personal name God
revealed to Moses in the Burning Bush (Exodus
3:13-15). Various meanings of the name YHWH are
“F Am Who 1 Am” or “I Will Be Who I Will Be.” The
Hebrew word Yahweh is translated as LORD (notice
all capitals) in most Old Testament English
translations. The etymology of Yahweh is disputed,
most scholars think the name may be derived from
the Hebrew verb hawah, meaning fo be. The name
characterizes God as a set-apart, eternal Creator
who was God of Israel alone; the God of Moses, who
personally revealed Himself through the covenant

and as One who can keep His covenants. This title
oceurs about 6,800 times in the Scriptures.’

Yahweh as a Father is seen strongly in the Old
Testament as Father of Israel, the Father of His
people. The title Father expresses a loving
relationship between God and His people and
encourages a loving obedience from them. God
takes care of His people, offering them forgiveness
and compassion when they are rebellious. Hebrew
personal names illustrate that God is considered a
Father: Joab, for example, means Yahweh is
Father; Abeil or Eliab means El is Father; Abitub
means my father is goodness; Abiezer means, my
father my help; and Absalom means, my father is
peace. Besides naming God as Father, these names
also illustrate His fatherly characteristics.

Adonai. The title Lord was used to indicate
the kingship of Yahweh. Adonai is a form of the
Hebrew word adon which is used to address
Yahweh to distinguish His kingship from that of an
earthly lord as is expressed in the Hebrew form
adont.

Because of the Israelites’ increasing desire to
hallow or sanctify God’s name, Yahweh, and avoid
misusing it, the title Adonai was pronounced in its
place when reading the Scriptures. The Hebrew
Adonai means “My Great Lord.” (The English word
Jehovah is a translation of God’s name during the
late Middle Ages which attempted to combine of the
consonants YHWH and the vowels of Adonai, a-o0-a,
to form a hybrid word.) In the Greek translation of
the Old Testament (called the Septuagint), the
Greek term kyrios appears as a translation of the
name Yahweh, Like Adonai, this Greek word also
means “Lord.” The use of kyrios in reference to
Jesus in early Christian writings clearly identifies
Him as God, the Yahweh and Adonai of the Qid
Testament (Acts 11:20-21).

The title Adonai establishes God as the Lord of
His people. As Lord, He has a right to expect
obedience from His servants. As servants, His
people have a right to expect provision from their
Lord. This same concept is seen in the New
Testament with the title Kyrios.

Significance. In the Old Testament, God is
revealed as One Divine Being, unique to Israel.
Yahweh stands out as the one true Elohim, Adonai
and divine Lord. Wisdom belongs to Yahweh alone.
His Word is powerful and creative, giving life to.all.
The use of these terms were valuable to preparing

the people of God for the full revelation of the
Trinity, because these names are also used for the
Messiah. In the New Testament, Jesus is called the
Son and the Word of God.

Though Son of God is used in the Old
Testament, it is not used as a Messianic title. It

@ Read Psalm 2 and 22.

was first used of heavenly beings, then to the
special relationship between Israel’s king (II
Samuel 7:14-16) and God and to His acceptance of
the individual Israelite.

- Spirit has wide use in the Old Testament as
breath, wind, principle of life, and Creator of all life.

Answer the following questions with complete sentences.

1.13 What are the names of God in the Old Testament listed in this LIF_EPAC?

1.14 Why are the names of God important in studying the Trinity?

1.15 What is the meaning of El, Elohim?

1.16 What was unigque about Israel’s use of the term EI?

1.17 Why is the use of the name Yohweh significant?

1.18 What is the derivation of the name Yahweh? What does this meaning reveal about God?
1.19 What does the title Father tell us about God?

1.20 What is one indication that the Israelites saw Yahweh as a Father?

1.21 What is the meaning of Adonai?




1.22

1.23

1.24

1.25

1.26

. What is the parallel between Adonai and kyrios?

What are two usages of Son of God in the Old Testament? Is it a Messianic title?

What does Spirit signify in the Old Testament?

Complete the following activity.

Locate the following references in your Bible and read them carefully. In the space provided,
tell how the word is used.

Father Son Spirit
Genesis 2:24 Exodus 4:22 Hosea 4:19
I Samuel 7:14 11 Samuel 7:14 Psalm 139:7
Psalm 68:5; 89:26 Job 1:6 Genesis 1:2; 6:3
Proverbs 3:1

a. Father

bh. Son

c. Spirit

Complete this research project.

Write a 500-word paper to be completed and submitted before going on to Section II.. Submit
your outline for the next Teacher check and your paper for the one following Self Test 1.
Utilize several resources. In your paper, list additional information on the names of God.
Find additional compound names. Locate ten Old Testament verses that use one (or more) of
the names for God you have studied. Why did God choose to reveal Himself by the name(s)
in the passages you found?

Score
Adult check

Initial Date

Review the material in this section in preparation for the Self Test. This Self Test will check
your mastery of this particular section. The items missed on this Self Test will indicate specific
areas where restudy is needed for mastery.

SELF TEST 1
Answer true or false (each answer, 1 point).
1.01 ___ 'The Trinity refers to One God in Three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
1.02 . God is seen as impersonal in the Old Testament. ‘
1.03 e, The Trinity is not fully revealed in the Old Testament.
1.04 __ Language from the Old Testament is helpful in the study of the Trinity.
1.05 —_ 'The EI of Israel was only one of many Elohim as far as the Hebrews were concerned.
1.06 __ Yohweh is derived from the verb fo make.
1.07 e The etymology of all the Old Testament names is certain.
1.08 _ Yahweh names a personal God.
1.09 — 'The Son of God in the Old Testament is not a divine Person.
1.010 __ The useof Spirit in the Old Testament does not influence our present meaning,

Choose the correct answer (each answer, 2 pointg).

1.011 The Trinity in Christian beliefis __
a. One God in Three Persons c. three Gods
b. three Natures
1.012 Belief in God as Trinity is ______
a. basic to all religions ¢. a unifying factor among Christians

b. a central belief for the Jews
1.013 In the Old Testament, God
a. revealed Himself as three Persons in one God
b. prepared Israel for the revelation of Jesus
¢. revealed the existence of the Son and the Spirit
1.014 The names of God in the Old Testament
a. reveal a personal living God c. do not appear in the New Testament
b. reveal the Trinity
1.015 Ei, Elohim, as used in the Old Testament _____
a. refers to a single divine being ¢. refers to all heavenly beings

b. refers to many different gods
1.016 Yohweh in the Old Testament
a. characterizes God as Father ¢. characterizes God as Messiah
b. characterizes God as Spirit
1.017 Father in the Old Testament __
a. refers to God the Father as a Person of the Trinity
b. refers to God as the Father of Israel
¢. refers to God as the Father of Jesus




